DNA microarray in search of new drug targets for myasthenia gravis.
DNA microarray technology was used to identify new potential drug targets for myasthenia gravis (MG), to delineate genes involved in the pathogenesis of the disease and to possibly target their protein products for immunotherapy. In this study we compared the gene expression in lymph node cells (LNC) and muscles of rats with experimental autoimmune MG (EAMG) to those of control, healthy rats. Of the genes that were found to be deregulated in EAMG, we chose to elaborate on two gene systems: (a) The chemokine IFN-gamma-inducible protein 10 (IP-10, CXCL10), and its receptor (CXCR3) and (b) phosphodiesterases.